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L An Account of the Aurora Borealis, feen at Lon- 
don, on the I oth of March laft^ as it was cu* 
riou/ly Ob/erVd by MMt'm Folkes^ £/^j R. S.Soc. 

Eing in tRe Street^ between 8 and 9 a Clock en 6'.^- 
__ turJ^ty lad., (30 MdrtHyi perceiv'd a Light over the 
Houies to the Northwards, liale inferiour to thr4i the Full 
Moon gives Vi^hen fhe firft rifes. Upon this, fuipediog fome 
fuch Meteor as we Taw the lad Year> 1 made ail the halt 
I could into the Fields, where I mmiQai'^itiy found my 
Conjecture verified ; and was for fome time agreeably en- 
cercain'd w^ith the {ight of an 'Aurora Borealis, za^wa^A 
with mod of the Thdmmena that have been deicrib d in 
that very remarkable one of the 6ch of March, i-j i^^6. 

The whole Northern Part of the Horizon was nv the 
fame m^nn^t cover'd with fomewhac refemblmg a very 
confiderable Light, whole lower part was pretty well de- 
fined by the common Edge of the Cloud, bur the upper 
dy'd away more gradually. This upper Linb of rhe Light 
refembling the Aich of a Circle, whofe higheft Point be- 
tween 9 and 10 of the Clock (when the Meceor was moll: 
conliderable) was elevated abcmt ii Degrees, and bore, as 
I imagin'd:^ about ^o d^tg- Weftward of the due North, 
'it touched the Horizon in the Weft at che diftance of about 
€5 or 70 Degrees from the North, whence the whole inter- 
cepted Arc of che Horizon wouki have been of near 
looDeg. had not \ova^ few Degrees in rhe Eait been hid' 
by Clouds which lay bccweeo us and rbc Meteor. 

The feeming black Cloud- w-hen t liril law it, ran near- 
ly parallel to rhe Horizon, and at the diftaoce of 6 or 7 
Degrees 2 but in abouc half an Hour k chaogtd ic^ Figaro 
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very much, (inking down in the North to about Iiaif 
its heighti and rifing in the Wcit near as much^ What 
! principally took notice of this for, was that the Light 
iflaing from beLmd it did not change with it, but re- 
mained of the fame Figure, however the Clcad ap- 
proached or receded from differing Parts of its Limb. 

There arofe at firft lome Streams in the N. M.Pf, but 
of no confiderable Length, few of them paiTuig 5 De« 
grees above tlie Arch ; but beginning from behind the 
feeming Cloud, fo as to be about: 1 % Degree:^ high in alL 
They v/ere Pointed at the Ends, and nearly verrical 
to the Kcrizon, Between ilmm there was nothing but 
the Arch m be i(:tn, and chat only refemblmg a com* 
mon Aurora ; and again in an inftant, by a fort of tremu • 
lous Motion, (everai Parts of it would appear converted 
into a vaft number of parallel Streams, for the moft part 
very little higher than the Arch it fclf About xo Mi- 
nutes before Ten, afmall part of the Arch almoft due 
North, grew remarkably Ijghcer than the reft, and con* 
tinued to encreafe for about half a Minute ; when ther@ 
fuddenly broke out fome very ca I Screams of at leait 60 
Degrees high, as \ found by one in particular which arofe 
full North, and pafling over the Pole itar itfelf, reach' d 
fome Degrees beyond it. This was the moft remarka- 
ble time of the Appearance, fome fuch Lances, though 
not fo-high, im.mediately (hooting out of the Place that 
firftof all radiated, as did fome more a good way to 
the Eaft, They were all nearly Perpendicular to the 
Horizon^ and moft of them did arife quite from the 
black Subftance at Bottom, tho' l faw fome few that did 
nor teach fo lo v, appearing as if their lower Pates had 
been broken off. Som.e of them were fuil as bright as 
any I law the laft Year, the Axes (if t may id call 
them) of fome of the talleft Streams coming up very 
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fiCaf to the Colcar of that: pale Fire wc fe^ in iom 
ibm of Lighriiing. 

Aboui this cime the Ground Weftward was ail co- 
¥er'd wiih an odd ibri: of Miil, the lame from which I 
remember hfk Year a greac many People faicl there 
came an ill (mcil, which i did noc at ail perceive ; how- 
ever as i remeo'iber it to be chc very umo Appearance^ I 
thought it might not be improper juft to take notice of it. 

About 10 the Pk£^ume?w^$ very much decreas'd^ 
and fo continued till after ii, only fetidingup nowaiid 
then 2. or 3 Streams. Ac half an Hour after 11 it was 
again pretty much encreas d, and 1 faw it • again- fend 
ouc tome Streams aJmoil as coofiderabie-as any I had 
before iccn this Evening ; the Arch yet continued, but 
not io entire ; and from what ! could judge, its mid- 
dle Vi'as fome Degrees nearer the -Narrh than when i 
firfl rook notice of it- 1i!l a quarter of an Hour before 
1% the light continually abated* and then I kit it; but 
a IVarchnian, 1 ordered ro bring -me an Account of it 
next Morning, tells me ir continued till towards Day- 
break, but never dream'd remarkably after I went a- 
way. 

Tho' I could nof this time fee my Stars through 
the black Matter at Eottom, i am fenfible ic was not a 
Cloud, iho' it bore the refemblance of one.* for when 
a real Cloud (as ieveral fmall ones didj came over 
any part of it, their difference was very conipicuouSt 

I -have fince-rcceiv'd'two Letters, one from ff/xJ-M 
in the llle of Ei% the other from within i4 Miic^ of 
the -Bjth, both which take nonce of ir, tho' with no 
further Particulars, than thac on Sm fir day 'Nighc, the-j 
had (ken the fame Light, tho' not fo confiderable, as in 
she beginning of M^rci^ tha IdSi Year, 



